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Our vision is to get to know our neighbors. 

This enables us to care for them, to be available to help them, 

 laugh with them. 

It gives them the opportunity to see the light of Christ in our lives and 

in our hearts! 
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03/22/20 is UMCOR Sunday 

We read or watch on the news and see communities 

overwhelmed by natural disaster. We hear about humanitarian 

crises arising from civil unrest and war. We know that famine and 

drought are caused by climate change and see in our own 

community signs of food insecurity. And, of course, when we are 

also in the midst of our own suffering, it is hard to see beyond our 

own needs to help someone else. 

It can seem like too much. How could we possibly make a 

difference? How can our limited resources make a dent in the 

seemingly never-ending need of the world? We begin to shut out 

the reminders of suffering. We become blind. We willfully ignore 

the great needs of our siblings in Christ. But the reality is that as 

followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to respond with 

extravagant grace. Just as Jesus invited the disciples into the 

work saying, “We must do the works of him who sent me.” 

Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), we 

can make a difference in the lives of communities and individuals 

whose lives have been upended by storms, wars, climate change, 

and displacement. Through UMCOR, we see the impact of 
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extravagant grace through the generosity of United Methodists. 

UMCOR lives out signs of Christ’s extravagant grace in the world 

by prayerfully working with communities that are overwhelmed by 

natural or man-made disasters. UMCOR builds on the strengths 

of what is already available in a community and actively involves 

the people affected in recovery efforts.  One of the wonderful 

aspects of The United Methodist Church is that we can do so 

much more together than we ever could do on our own – and 

through our connection UMCOR has been doing this for 80 years. 

By mobilizing trained volunteers who are already living in the 

community, purchasing emergency supplies and food from local 

merchants and channeling funds through trusted partners who are 

already on the ground, UMCOR is uniquely positioned to respond 

quickly after a disaster and to remain invested in rebuilding, even 

after these needs are no longer in the news. Recovery is a long-

process for individuals and communities.  UMCOR also works 

with communities to train leaders to address infrastructure 

concerns, climate change and environmental degradation. 

The special offering received on UMCOR Sunday helps support 

the small but impactful UMCOR staff who are specialists in 

disaster response and recovery. Funds also ensure adequate 

training for emergency response coordinators, construction 

volunteers, and case managers who assist victims of disasters, 

chain saw gangs and sheetrock installers.  

Because we join our church’s offerings with those of United 
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Methodist congregations around the world, UMCOR remains 

strong in its day-to-day operations. When needs are immediate, 

UMCOR can respond quickly and efficiently with signs of 

extravagant grace and expert assistance. Let us continue to 

ministry together. 

 

Have questions?  Contact Jan Schuberg 
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St Patrick's Day  

St Patrick's Day is a global celebration of Irish culture on or around 

March 17. It particularly remembers St Patrick, one of Ireland's patron 

saints, who ministered Christianity in Ireland during the fifth century. St 

Patrick's Day is celebrated in countries with people of Irish descent. 

Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. He was a Christian missionary 

given credited with converting Ireland to Christianity in the AD 400s. ... His 

real name is believed to be Maewyn Succat and he took on the 

name Patrick upon becoming a priest. 

 

 

Why do we wear green on St Patrick's Day? 

This St. Patrick's Day tradition was popularized by Irish immigrants in the 

United States, who believed that wearing green made them invisible to 

leprechauns— the classic fairy creatures who pinch anyone they could see. 

The Wearing of the Green" is an Irish street ballad lamenting the 

repression of supporters of the Irish Rebellion of 1798. It is to an old Irish 

air, and many versions of the lyric exist, the best-known being by Dion 

Boucicault. The song proclaims that "they are hanging men and women for 

the wearing of the green". 

Many articles have been written in Catholic periodicals making claims 

for Patrick being a Roman Catholic 'Saint. ... Protestants increasingly are 

rejecting the 'Catholic' claims on Patrick as he was a Christian from 

Britain, yet that does not make him a Protestant. 
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And Study!! 
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 Q What kind of spells do 

leprechauns use? 

A Lucky Charms! 
 

Q What do you get if you 
cross Christmas with St. 
Patrick’s Day? 

A Saint-O’Clause!  SHARE
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 Four high school boys afflicted with spring fever skipped 

morning classes. After lunch they reported to the teacher that 

they had a flat tire. Much to their relief she smiled and said, 

"Well, you missed a test today so take seats apart from one 

another and take out a piece of paper." Still smiling, she 

waited for them to sit down. Then she said: "First Question: 

Which tire was flat?" 
 

 


